II
Inference Guidelines for Risk Assessment
INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITIONS
An inference guideline* is an explicit statement of a predetermined choice among the options that arise in inferring human risk from data that are not fully adequate or not drawn directly from human experience. A guideline might, for example, specify the mathematical model to be used to estimate the effects of exposure at low doses from observations based on higher doses. The most important feature of guideline use is that it changes the risk assessment process from one in which inference options are selected on a substance-by-substance basis to one in which they are selected once and thereafter
*The Committee hopes to avoid any misunderstanding resulting from its use of the terms inference guideline and guideline (used for brevity in lieu of inference guideline) . This terminology is potentially confusing, because guidelines can be understood as codified principles addressed to a particular subject matter, risk assessment, or as describing the legal weight of any codified standards or principles. For the Committee, it has the former meaning.  Inference guidelines are the principles followed by risk assessors in interpreting and reaching judgments based on scientific data.  (Thus, our inference guidelines are distinct from the standards for toxicologic and other testing standards that many regulatory agencies and scientific bodies have adopted to govern, or at least influence, the generation of data later used in risk assessment.)
For many lawyers, the term guideline connotes the weight to be given to any set of codified principles, not
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